Rishon Lezion- Business Card

1. General Data
General
information:

Residents by
age:

Established in:
Municipal status:

1882
City

Authority area in dunam and
acres:

58.616 square
kilometers

Number of residents:
Municipality budget in NIS

14,484 acres
239,000
1.5 billion

Children: up to the age of 12

16.8%

Youth: between the ages 13-18 9.6%
65 and up

14.9%

1. General Data
Accessibility
distance:
from central
waypoints
and
highways

Tel Aviv:

7 km

Ben Gurion Airport : 14 km
Jerusalem :

47 km

Central highways connected to the city:

20, 4, 431

2. Additional Information
General
Education

Academic
Institutions

Number of
students:

45,000

Number of
elementary
schools
Number of
high schools

50

The College of
Management
Academic
Studies

Business
Administration,
Human
Resources,
Economics, Law,
Media Studies,
Accounting

32
12,000 students

2. Additional Information
The Volcani Center – Agricultural Research
Organization
The largest institute in Israel of agricultural research, and is one of the renowned
institutes in the world. Its main duties are to assist Israel’s agriculturists to solve different
problems, research and development on new and promising subjects in agriculture and
food science; organize and implement agricultural research in Israel. The center’s
researchers teach in institutions for higher education and advanced courses in
agriculture for students from Israel and overseas, and advise students on their
dissertations for postgraduate education.
Many of the innovations developed at the research center are already implemented on
the commercial level in Israel and around the world. The implementation is particularly
manifested in the following fields: protected crops (greenhouses), irrigation, agriculture
in dry areas, treatment of the product after picking, plant protection, mechanization and
new varieties of fruit, vegetables and ornamental plants.
Contact man: Naama Rosenberg, the center’s spokesperson
Tel: 039683215 Email: naamar@volcani.agri.gov.il

2. Additional Information
Number of Community Centers
Are some of them designated for
specific populations?

24
The Community Centers facilities
and activities are according to
the demand of the participants, a
vast variety for peschoolers to

Cultural Institutions in the City

clubs for the elderly.
The Rishon Lezion Symphonic
Orchestra, the Cultural Hall, Beit
Yad Labanim, Beit Haam,
Auditorium, Rishon Lezion
Museum, Yaacov Agam Museum of
Art, all in Municipal ownership.

2. Additional information
Major Sports Facilities in
the City

The Sports Hall, Beit Maccabi, the City
Stadium, Light Athletics Stadium, grass

football courts, Petanque courts, Bow and
arrow shooting range, Sport Keif,
Rollerblading rink, fitness facilities in public
parks, bicycle lanes, extreme bike paths at the
Superland, Skateboard facility, Shikma Park
combat fitness preparation facility, swimming
pools, beach surfing club, all in municipal
ownership.

2. Additional Information
2.3 Tourism
The number of guest rooms in the

There are no guest rooms in the

city’s hotels

city

Major touristic attractions in the

The beach, the Superland Lake, the

city

first Synagogue and the First
Hebrew School in Israel, The Village
Well, Beit Haam and the Rishon
LeZion Museum, Yaacov Agam
Museum of Art, Mitkam Harova,

Gan Beivrit (Hebrew Park), Music
Park.

2. Additional Information
*Western Commercial Recreation and
industrial Center. Recreation areas with
large cinema complexes (Cinema City, Yes
Planet, etc.), advanced and traditional
industry. Shopping centers such as the
Golden Shopping Center. 2390 dunam
*Northern Commercial Recreation and
Industrial Center – including advanced
and traditional industry, Harova
recreation center – a large complex of
performance center, restaurants and
bars. 814 dunam
* Sorek Business Park – logistics centers
in the vehicles field. 1444 dunam

Marina Redlinger, Head of Business
Development

Tel: 0546728021
Email: marinar@rishonlezion.muni.il

2. Additional Information
Situation report on SMEs- small The city has about 10,000 different
and medium - sized businesses businesses of which 3,000 require
licensing.
Does the authority encourage
1. The municipality promotes the
the establishment of additional renewal of existing complexes, which
small and medium sized
include the renewal of the public areas,
businesses? How?
with high investment. The municipality
also offers loans with no interest for the
renovations of store fronts.
2. The municipality acts to lower the
municipal property tax rates for high
tech companies in order to encourage
new companies in the field to come to
town.

2. Additional Information
2.5 Housing
According to existing building plans, There is potential for about 32,000
what is the building potential for
additional housing units.
residence in the city according to
square meters and housing units?

According to the registration and
construction information, what is
the number of building permits
applications that have yet to be
executed?

Since the beginning of 2014
(residence) 510 housing permits
have been approved, and 107 have
not yet been approved.

3. Unique projects
Ron Vardi School

3.1 Unique Projects- Education, Ron Vardi School
The Ron Vardi School for the Gifted is a multidisciplinary school for gifted children,
which leads them to the optimal level of self-realization while putting an emphasis
on high thinking skills, team work, balance between the cognitive and emotional
space, and fostering moral qualities of a “serving elite”. In addition, the school acts as
a municipal center for fostering excellence, for the fostering and advancing of diverse
populations while using human assets, advanced pedagogical methods and the
existing infrastructure of the school to initiate significant excellence processes among
children, youth and adults from and outside the city. Morning school: 400 gifted

children and 500 gifted children grades 3-9. Teaching gifted children is a distinct
supervised profession and it is subject to the core outline of the department for
gifted children at the Ministry of Education. It is adapted to the pedagogical models
suited to the students’ characteristics. There is a vast autonomy in the program’s

development. Contact person: Mr. Itai Verman , Tel: 03-9560741

3. Unique Projects
Rebuilding of the Gymnasia Realit High School

3.1 Unique Projects- Education, Rebuilding of the
Gymnasia Realit High School
The first school in Israel built high up.
The school will spread upon 6 floors and will include 42 classes in a total area of 12
dunam, where 70% of the area will be green.
The innovation of the school built up is that all roof tops will be used as active green
gardens and the students will be able to get out to the gardens on the third and fifth
floors.
Contact man: Shosh Nahum, Tel: 039547432

3. Unique projects
The Hebrew Language Conference

“Lashon Rishon” the Hebrew Language Conference takes place every year,
and this will be the eighth year.
A reading and poetry event only in the Hebrew language and the Prime
Minister Award for contribution to the Hebrew language.

Contact person: Ruth Makbi, Tel 039563547

3. Unique projects
International Spring Festival

The Festival has been taking place annually for the 16th time, with artists
from Israel and overseas with live music from classical to rock.

Contact person : Gil Blat, Tel 039484811

3. Unique Projects
3.3 Tourism

The Beach

3.3 Unique Projects- Tourism, The Beach
Along the active sea shore, which is approx. 1 km long, there are five
declared bathing beaches and an additional beach for non-motorized
water sports. The beach’s golden sandy width is 80 meters and it is one of

the widest beaches in Israel.
The beach offers a wide variety of activities based on beach operation
according to the bathing beaches guidelines. In addition, the beaches
include sporting activities, such as surfing contests, beach volleyball,
beach soccer and additional sports fields, folk dancing, zumba, and
entertainment stages for the entire public.
Contact person: Eli Schwartzberg, Tel 03-9623024/5

3. Unique Projects
3.3 Tourism

The Museum of Rishon Lezion

The Museum of Rishon Lezion represents the history of Rishon Lezion,
resides in buildings from the early days of Rishon Lezion, and is located in
the entire historical complex of Rishon Lezion. During the visit you can get
acquainted with the historical story of the colony, and its precedence as a
creator of the nation’s symbols; and as a pioneer in the renewal of the

Hebrew language and Hebrew education. It also exhibits life in the colony
at home, at the agricultural farm, at work, in cultural life and more.
Contact person: Nava Kessler, Tel 039598890

3. Unique Projects
3.4 Industry and Commerce
RishonStartUp

3.4 Industry and Commerce, RishonStartUp
RishonStartUp was established by the municipality of Rishon Lezion as part of a wider
vision, whose vision is to turn Rishon Lezion into the new business center of Israel.
RishonStartUp offers an open house to entrepreneurs and a unique urban space to
the startup community, as well as a place to host professional events and meet-ups.
The place is available and accessible to whoever wishes to promote and develop their
idea in an environment of innovation, creativity, sharing and pleasure.
Contact person: Marina Redlinger, Tel 054 672 8021

3.5 Housing, Tama 38
Implementation of a national outline plan to strengthen buildings. The program
allows private entrepreneurs to strengthen and renew old buildings constructed

prior to 1980, in return for the rights for additional housing units in the building.
The city has 63 buildings that have already received building permits, of which
13 projects have already finished.
For more information please contact
Foreign Relations Dept, Tel 03-9547150

3.5 Housing, Affordable Housing

A project in which a contractor receives rights for additional housing

units in a building project for significant reduction in the apartment
prices, when the apartments are sold solely to young couples who are
residents of the city, by a raffle conducted by the municipality.

3.6 Employment and Welfare,
Perah Lanitzol (Flower for the Holocaust Survivors)
The purpose of the project is to deepen the help and assistance provided to the
holocaust survivors who are residents of the city. As part of the project, the

volunteers visit the homes of the survivors and conduct a comprehensive needs
survey. Following the needs that arise during the survey, we provide assistance
in utilizing rights, documentation, leisure, company, organizing the home space,
and more, while pooling resources and building partnerships with companies
and organizations. The entire activity is performed by the community in Rishon
Lezion: youth, volunteers, soldiers and pensioners who have come together for
this purpose.
Contact Person: Naomi Ahimor, Tel 039689801

3.6 Employment and Welfare, The Nativ Project
The project offers a program for leisure and enriching, free of charge, for children
ages 6-10, who are not part of informal programs. The main personnel of the
project are youth, students and parents who go through training which focuses on
work with children, in order to develop and promote leadership, social involvement

and responsibility for the community in which they live. The project is active in 10
neighborhoods and includes about 400 children and 90 counselors and volunteers.
The goals of the project: reducing social gaps and integration of children in
enriching informal activities.
Contact person: Naomi Ahimor, Tel 039689801

4. Future Development Directions
The Lakes Complex

4. Future Development Directions
The Lakes Complex
Rishon LeZion provides its residents and guests with a wonderful experience
in the city’s natural spaces. Two lakes located at the southwestern part of the
city, have become urban nature sites. The first is used as a preferred site for
birdwatchers, who watch the ducks, birds and migratory birds. The second
has become a tourist center and is surrounded by a wooden deck including
restaurants, coffee shops and a cinema complex. The area’s development
plans include sailing boats, fishing, wind tunnels for floating, a wave pool for

wind surfing, gondolas like in Venice and a conference center and an outlet
complex. For further information : 039547438

4. Future Development Directions
Revival of the City’s Historical Center

4. Future development directions
Revival of the city’s historical center

The municipality invests approx . 30 m NIS in the revival of the city’s
historical center:
The renewal of the Rothschild pedestrian mall and the Founders’ Square,
acquiring houses for preservation and preserving and developing the
winery complex.
Planning Department, Tel 039547539

4. Future Development Directions
Development of the 1,000 complex

Establish a new business center in an area of 1,000 dunam at the western
part of the city, including 1,300,000 square meters of offices (high tech,
banking, finance, insurance, etc.)

Contact person: Marina Redlinger,
Tel: 054-672-8096

4. Future Development Directions
Rishon Ayalon Plan

Changing the business composition and doubling the construction
percentage of the Rishon Ayalon complex to 823,000 square meters

Contact person: Marina Redlinger,
Tel: 054-672-8096

4. Future Development Directions
Boutique Hotel

Establishing a Boutique Hotel at the old Municipal Building in Rothschild
Pedestrian Blvd.

For further information: 03-9547438

