BE'ER-SHEVA – Business Card
1. GENERAL DATA
General
information

Established:

Received municipal status in 1977.

Municipal status:

Local Authority - Municipality

Authority area in square
kilometers and square
miles:

117.5 sq. km. // just under 45.5 sq. miles

Number of residents:

213,464 (as of May 2015)

Municipality budget in  Standard operating budget = 1,442,587 NIS;
 Development budget = 1,947,402 NIS (as per
New Israeli Shekels
the 2015 1st quarterly report)
(NIS)
Residents by age
Be'er-Sheva is
considered one of the
youngest cities in
Israel, with
approximately 56%
of the residents
under the age of 40.

Age Distribution of Be'er-Sheva's
Population
March 2015
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Accessibility –
distance to central
waypoints and
transportation routes.

Be'er-Sheva, Israel's southern metropolis, serves as a major
transportation artery and is situated in a central and attractive
location. The city's train stations offer service to the more heavily
populated mid- and northern parts of the country, providing a
comfortable and pleasant journey of:
 a 15-minute drive to the major north-south highway Route 6
 a 60-minute drive to Tel Aviv
 a 70-minute drive to Jerusalem
The city also has a recently-built, 12,000 sq.m. (almost 130,00 sq. ft.),
enclosed, transportation terminal. The new air-conditioned, modern
complex contains high-end commercial and shopping areas,
comfortable and handicapped-accessible bus docks, dozens of
networked information displays, seating areas and food courts.

2. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
2.1 Education:
General education

Number of students:

Total number of students in
Be'er-Sheva - 41,310.
Of these, 16,974 are elementary school
students.

Academic institutions

Number of elementary
schools:

51 elementary schools

Number of junior and
senior high schools:

31 junior and senior high schools

Be'er-Sheva is considered a leading university town, with some 30,000
students studying in its institutions of higher education. Of these,
approximately 8,000 are undergraduate students in engineering, the
highest rate of students studying engineering in the country.
The following institutions of higher education can be found in
Be'er-Sheva:


Ben-Gurion University of the Negev – Considered one of the
country's best study and research facilities, it is highly-ranked and
internationally known. About 20,000 students study at BGU, with
some 4,000 faculty members in the faculties of Engineering, Health,

Natural Sciences, Arts and Society, Management and the School of
Medicine.
This university is the most vibrant, social, pluralistic and active
campus in the country, with a strong emphasis placed on
strengthening the community life of enrolled students. Moreover,
the university puts great emphasis on the issue of social
involvement and contribution to the community. Both faculty and
students take an active part in a broad variety of social
entrepreneurship programs, seeking to empower disadvantaged
populations while enriching the lives of all those involved.

Ben-Gurion University

Shamoon College of
Engineering

The Technological College
Be'er-Sheva

Kaye Academic College of
Education



SCE – Shamoon College of Engineering - Israel's leading institution
for training engineers in the assorted areas in that field of study. At
the college, one can take a preparatory pre-academic engineering
studies program, or study in any of the spectrum of degree
programs in fields such as industrial engineering and management,
mechanical engineering, electrical and electronic engineering, and
others.



The Technological College Be'er-Sheva - This veteran college
operates under the supervision of the Institute for Technological
Training and Science, and is a leading institution in the country
training students for professional positions in technical and
technological fields. One can study a variety of tracks, such as visual
communication, architecture and interior design, chemical,
electrical, mechanical, software, and environmental engineering,
industry and management, and others. In addition, the college
offers a preparatory pre-academic program to help integrate
students into its practical engineering and technician programs.



Kaye Academic College of Education - A leading, multidisciplinary
academic institution for teacher training. Within the framework of
the college, there is academic retraining to become a teacher,
continuing education study courses and in-service seminars for
practicing teachers, courses for improving matriculation results, and
more.



The Open University – Be'er-Sheva is home to a campus of The
Open University. Its graduates find their place in graduate studies
in all the universities, as well as in the workplace in a wide variety of
fields. The Open University offers a unique way to combine
studying with the routine of daily life. It is open to all candidates
without prerequisites.



Goodman Acting School

L&L Goodman Acting School – The Goodman Acting School plays a
major and significant part in the cultural activity in the Negev and
its professional achievements can be seen in the fields of culture,
education, and welfare in the city of Be'er-Sheva and in general. As
part of the school curriculum, the school puts on six professional
productions a year, out of a repertoire of Israeli and international
productions, with the best directors and creative artists. The shows
are open to the public.

2.2 Culture, Sport and Leisure:
 The Center for the Performing Arts
What cultural
The Center for the Performing Arts in Be'er-Sheva is the flagship for
institutions are there in
the arts, creativity and the development of leisure culture in the
the city?
city, which includes hosting special events, performances, series
and festivals.

The Center serves all residents of the Be'er-Sheva metropolitan
area, about 600,000 people, who get to enjoy an extraordinary
experience in a wide range of areas of artistic creation: theatrical
performances, classical music, dance, poetry evenings, opera,
stand-up comedy and unique productions.
The Performing Arts Center is the home stage for the Be'er-Sheva
Theater and the Israel Sinfonietta Be'er-Sheva, and provides some
of the highest-quality conditions for an audience in the country.

Be'er-Sheva River Park
Amphitheater



The Be'er-Sheva Theater
The Be'er-Sheva Theater puts on five new productions each season
for the local audience, and with which it appears in large theaters,
as well as educational institutions, around the country.
The theater company includes about 30 active members, all of
whom are graduates of professional acting schools, as well as
employing some 70 employees; most, residents of Be'er-Sheva and
the Negev. Over the years, the theater has "raised a crop" of
talented young actors and artists, who have become some of
Israel's leading names in the field.
The company's audience represents all segments of the population.
Among them are leading cultural figures, journalists, politicians and
decision makers, whose interest and participation in the
Be'er-Sheva Theater helps spread the news of culture coming out of
Be'er-Sheva across the country and even, at times, reaching
audiences overseas.

 The Be'er-Sheva Bat-Dor School - the leading and largest school of
its kind in the country teaching the art of dance. Some 300 students
aged 5-18 study at Be'er-Sheva Bat-Dor. Younger students are
taught classical dance and music lessons, while the older students
learn classical dance, various techniques of contemporary dance, a
classical and contemporary repertoire, jazz, and the history of
dance and music.
The Negev Art Museum



The Negev Art Museum
The Negev Museum is the central art museum in the South, which
hosts temporary exhibitions of modern, Israeli and international art.
It also holds workshops for children and youth, and during the
summer the museum courtyard is the venue for performances. The
museum building is a beautiful example of a preserved historic
structure dating to the Ottoman Empire. This special building has
functioned in the past as the regional governor's mansion and later
as Be'er-Sheva first City Hall.
An entrance fee is required. One can also buy a discounted
combination ticket to visit both the Negev Art Museum and the
adjacent Museum of Islamic and Near Eastern Cultures.

Fringe Theater



Museum of Islamic and Near Eastern Cultures
This museum is housed in the old Ottoman mosque in Be'er-Sheva.
The museum set as its goal to introduce the core values of Islamic
culture and the cultural interactions between the peoples of the
East, emphasizing the unique aesthetic language of Islamic culture.



Keren Hayesod Switzerland Youth Center for Culture and Arts
The Youth Center in the Old City is a unique cultural venue housing
a broad variety of opportunities and activities: a performance hall,
amphitheater, photo galleries, recording studios and rehearsal
rooms, a TV studio, classrooms for extracurricular courses and an
outdoor plaza in which festivals and municipal events are held.
Throughout the year, the Youth Center produces many arts projects
enjoyed by the thousands of young people who visit at the Center.
The goal of all of this activity is to encourage local creativity and to
benefit and provide a home to local artists and creators.

Center for the Performing Arts



The Negev Artists' House
The Negev Artists' House was established by artists, artisans and art
lovers of Be'er-Sheva and the Negev. The rooms in the house serve
as galleries for a wide variety of arts, with the purpose of promoting
art in the Negev, and assisting area resident artists, long-time and
new immigrants, Bedouins and Jews, to present their creations. The

house is a charming Mandate-period building and also serves as a
place for artists to meet the public, and as a venue offering cultural
activities for the community, such as music, literature and poetry
evenings. The artists' original creations are offered for sale painting, etching, sculpture, ceramics, works in wood and metal,
weaving, embroidery, jewelry, fabrics and hand-painted clothing
and more.


The Be'er-Sheva River Park Amphitheater
The Be'er-Sheva Park Amphitheater is located in the Be'er-Sheva
River Park. The project covers 104 dunam (26 acres) with a central
amphitheater for 12,000 spectators, with 4,000 permanent seats
and 8,000 temporary seats.
The Park Amphitheater puts
Be'er-Sheva on the map of venues for international performances in
the State of Israel, and being the most recent venue of its kind built
in Israel, it meets all the current most exacting standards, and is the
best and most fully equipped venue of its kind in the country. The
amphitheater serves as the central anchor for culture, leisure and
recreation for residents of the entire Negev.

 The Sports Complex:
"The Shell" Sports Auditorium - This multi-purpose sports
auditorium in Be'er-Sheva is known as "The Shell," and was built at
a cost of 50 million New Israeli Shekels. The auditorium is designed
to seat 3,000 and has been built in accordance with international
standards and the guidelines of the Israel Sports Betting Board.

"The Shell" Sports Auditorium

Skateboard Park Complex

Terner TOTO Be'er-Sheva Stadium - The new Be'er-Sheva municipal
stadium is part of the large and innovative sports complex being
built in the north part of the city. The Be'er-Sheva stadium contains
16,000 seats, including access areas and possibilities for optimal
viewing of the field from every angle in the bleachers. Special
roofing above the fans' bleachers allows for a pleasant and
enjoyable viewing experience both during the hot summer and the
rainy winter days. In addition, state-of-the-art communication
rooms and advanced technological infrastructures built in this
modern facility enable the use of technology modules for
information transfer and transmission on advanced media
platforms.
Training pitches - Construction of five of the most advanced in
Israel training fields has been completed, as part of Be'er-Sheva
new Sports Complex. The new pitches were built in accordance
with the stringent requirements of the Israel Soccer Association

Terner TOTO Be'er-Sheva
Stadium

Ramot "Sportiv" Center

and, in addition to training, also make it possible to hold official
soccer games of leagues lower than the Premier League. The
pitches have PA systems, bleachers, dressing and locker rooms,
lighting and planned parking.
 Skateboard Park Complex
The professional-level skateboard park complex spans over 2,500
sq.m. (almost 27,000 sq.ft.) of concrete surfaces, surfing tubs and a
beginners' compound. The project cost is estimated at 7.5 million
NIS and is considered one of the largest and highest quality
compounds of this kind in Israel.
The site is designed for extreme sports enthusiasts, for
skateboarders and roller-bladers, from age 6 to 40 years old.
 Ramot "Sportiv" Center
A new sports center providing sport, culture and leisure activities, in
the heart of Be'er-Sheva Ramot neighborhood. The facility is 4,400
sq.m. (almost 47,500 sq.ft.) on an area of 10 dunam (2.5 acres),
with a huge variety of sporting activities and classes, including: an
advanced fitness room, dance studio, art room, a sports field and a
rich variety of courses.

2.3 Tourism:
What major tourist
attractions does the city
have?

Abraham's Well Visitors' Center

 Abraham's Well Visitors' Center
An innovative heritage site dedicated to the figure of Patriarch
Abraham. The new Visitors' Center site unfolds his story using
technology to support the experiential content and an advanced
and impressively aesthetic 3D exhibit, which makes the visitor an
integral part of an extraordinary experience.
 Carasso Science Park
The Carasso Science Park is the country's largest science park,
containing an interactive museum and a garden of science games
at an international level. The park offers 10 interactive
exhibitions in various fields in the sciences such as: genetics,
telecommunications, micro-electronics, nuclear science, and
more, including hundreds of science and technology games. In
the park grounds, you will also be able to enjoy the park's large

garden of scientific games, an interactive fountain, and three
gallery exhibits: 'The Magic of the Cosmos', 'Scientists on
Banknotes', and an additional exhibition telling the history of the
magnificent Turkish building in which the museum is housed.
The complex covers 17 dunam (over 4 acres) with three buildings
reflecting three different periods in Israel's history.

Carasso Science Park

Negev Brigade Monument

Lunada – The Mandel
Children's World Museum

 The 'Train Yard' – Engine 70414 Complex
The historic train station complex in Be'er-Sheva extends over
~7.5 dunam (just under 2 acres) with three restored historic
buildings. It is situated by a major traffic artery connecting
between the entry to the city from the northwest to the
southern exit headed to Eilat. In the train complex one can find
an interactive mini-museum of the Israel Railways, a gourmet
restaurant and café, a gallery for changing exhibition (in the
Station House), authentic railroad cars and of course, the original
70414 Steam Engine, made famous in late 1950s Israel due to a
popular, chart-topping song written by national Israeli poet
laureate Haim Hefer.
 Lunada – The Mandel Children's World Museum
Lunada provides an expanse of educational play experiences,
intended to realize the full potential of the children's experiential
learning, stemming from the child's natural curiosity and sense
of fun and enjoyment. The various activity areas of the museum
suit all ages, and some 50 installations, hands-on equipment and
games are spread out over three large floors, both indoors and
out. Each area of the Children's Museum deals with a different
aspect of the world around us, and allows children to experience
the real world in its great variety of experiences.
 The Old City
In Be'er-Sheva's Old City there are a vast number of leisure and
culture opportunities, among them the vibrant Youth Center for
Culture, Art and Media that initiates festivals (such as the
Smilansky Street Festival, the Wine Festival, and others) and the
Negev Museum of Art, a focal point for art lovers, which also
serves as the venue for "Museum Mondays" summer music
events, and evenings of poetry and literature.
 Be'er-Sheva River Park
Be'er-Sheva River Park is a green lung in the city of Be'er-Sheva
extending over 8 km. (nearly 5 miles) home to a variety of
attractions, including a (man-made) lake (under construction), a

'Sporteque', promenades and more. Its amphitheater contains
some 12,000 seats and is used for events and concerts. The park
allows the hundreds of thousands of city residents to enjoy a
high-quality green expanse.

The Be'er-Sheva "Ring
Trail"

 Negev Brigade Memorial Monument
Negev Brigade Memorial Monument is a monument
commemorating the activities of the Negev Brigade of the
Palmach in Israel's War of Independence in 1948. The
monument is located at the top of a limestone hill east of
Be'er-Sheva, from which it is possible to have a panoramic
overview of the city. The monument, designed by internationally
renowned Israel-born urban sculptor Dani Karavan, was built
between 1963 and 1968 in response to the wish to perpetuate
the memory of the brigade that halted the Egyptian invasion and
protected the Negev's water resources. It is constructed of
exposed concrete, formed into 18 different elements that
symbolize and reflect the events of the War of Independence
and the Palmach.
 The Be'er-Sheva "Ring Trail"
The idea to surround the city in a continuous trail was born in
2008 in Be'er-Sheva's Society for the Protection of Nature in
Israel community. After much effort the trail was completed thanks to collaboration between the Jewish National Fund, Israel
Nature Parks Authority, Shikma-Besor Drainage Authority, Israel
Antiquities Authority and, of course, the Municipality of
Be'er-Sheva. The result – the city was gifted with an ~40 km. (25
miles) long walking trail entirely surrounding the city, guiding
hikers to the sites and beautiful landscapes that encircle it.
For hikers' convenience, the trail was divided into five sections of
more or less equal length. For ease of orientation, each section
is marked in its own color, marked to match the trail segments
on the official tour and hiking trails map of the State of Israel.

2.4 Industrial parks, and commercial and business areas:
Innovative
Advanced
Technologies
Park

Commercial
and Shopping
Compounds

A joint venture company of the Gav-Yam
Company, Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev, the Be'er-Sheva Municipality and
the American development company KUD.
This innovative high-tech park - one of the
largest projects in the field of high-tech and
life sciences in all Israel - is situated
adjacent to B-G University. The first
building was inaugurated in 2013, followed
by the second in 2015. The park is planned
to include over 20 buildings with a total
area of 200,000 square meters (nearly 50
acres), including offices, laboratories and
commercial areas. The park is designed
according to the American LEED green
building standard.
High-tech companies EMC, Deutsche
Telekom, Ness Technologies, JVP, Oracle,
Incubit Elbit Incubator, BGN Technologies,
Lockheed Martin, IBM, AudioCodes, RAD,
WiX, Mellanox and dbMotion have already
made their home in the park, and many
more companies are expected to open
facilities in the upcoming, third building
when it opens for R&D centers.
In recent years the city of Be'er-Sheva has become an attractive city, drawing
entrepreneurs and investment.
Many and varied commercial centers have opened and will be opening, offering
residents a wide selection of shops, and Israel and international brands. These
include: Ofer 'Grand Kenyon', The Negev Mall, the mivne shopping arcade, BiG
and Max shopping complex, Seventh Avenue outdoor mall and, currently under
construction - "Cinema City" and "Ispro Planet" malls.

In addition, the city has several advanced industrial areas in which factories and international
companies operate.
Industrial
areas
The current
situation in
terms of
industrial zones
in Be'er-Sheva:

3. SPECIAL PROJECTS
Education and Learning

Project: "Be'er-Sheva Digital City"

Be'er-Sheva was selected by the Israeli government to
lead the "Digital City" project. The initial phase of the
program includes networking all the city's schools via
high-speed 1Gb symmetric fiber optics, in order to
enable the children of the city digital learning, smart
and virtual classrooms, and quality distance learning.

Contact person:
Mr. Yehud Marciano,
CIO, Municipality of
Be'er-Sheva
yehud@br7.org.il
+(972)(0)8-646-4953

Culture and Leisure:

Project: Establishment of
'Be'er-Sheva River Park'

How the lake area in the park will
look.
(Artist's rendering)

Project: Establishment of
the 'Children's Park'

Children's Park

(Artist's rendering)

Be'er-Sheva River Park extends over 5,400 dunam
(1,350 acres) along about 8 km. (~5 miles). Within
the framework of the project, many recreation,
culture and tourism anchors will be situated
throughout the area. The project received a renewed
boost when, following a visit of the Israeli Prime
Minister to the park site, the PM responded
positively to the Mayor's request for government
funding for the project.
In upcoming years, up to 150 million New Israel
Shekel of government monies, and a similar amount
funded in donations, will be invested in the project.
Partners in the project are the Municipality of
Be'er-Sheva, the Government of Israel, the Drainage
Authority, KKL-Israel and KKL-USA/JNF.
The Children's Park will span 60 dunam (15 acres)
adjoining the Neve Menachem neighborhood, and is
being planned particularly to suit children. Park plans
include an artificial lake, and one-of-a-kind
playground equipment and elements. The
preliminary planning stage has just been completed,
and the Municipality has begun recruiting
contributions toward the park's establishment.

Contact person:
Mr. Ilan Perez
Director, Be'er-Sheva
River Park Authority
ilanperez01@gmail.com

Project: The International
Fringe Festival

The Fringe Festival is taking place for the fifth year in
Be'er-Sheva, hosting the best fringe performances in
Israel, and the exhibit "40 + 08" which was specially
created for Fringefest 2015. The festival has become
a tradition, celebrating the momentum of alternative
creativity in the south and in general, in the unique
atmosphere of Be'er-Sheva Old City.

Contact person:
Mr. Idan Avishar,
General Director of the
Fringe Theater
Mobile: +(972)(0)54458-4122

This year we are proud to host three international
shows, and this is a significant and meaningful
statement of intent for us. Beyond that, we have
gone out to the street, transforming the whole of
Anielewicz Street, on which the theater is located,
into an arena for creativity, visual arts, music,
performance art and street theater; a celebration of
fringe arts of all kinds.

Tourism:
The Bnei Shimon Regional Council and Be'er-Sheva
Project: 'Hatzerim Park'
Municipality are working together to develop the
Be'er-Sheva & Bnei Shimon
Hatzerim Park, a unique tourism project. The aim
Motor Park
of the project is to create a "recreational mall," a
largely landscaped and green park on an area of
about 1,400 dunam (~350 acres), featuring a
variety of leisure activities and tourist attractions,
which, combined with planned public areas, will
provide options of a wide and assorted range of
recreational activities for residents of the region.
The aim of the project is to create a "recreational
mall" that offers a variety of leisure activities and
tourist attractions, which, combined with planned
public areas and a planned forest, will provide
options of a wide and assorted range of
recreational activities for residents of the region.
The park is located adjacent to another project,
the "Motor Park," a compound that will serve as
the national home of motor sports in Israel,
meeting FIA guidelines, and in addition providing
areas for trade, a 130-room hotel and more.

Contact person:
Mr. Doron Bohbot,
Project Manager
Doron@gefen-group.co
m
Mobile: +(972)(0)54697-9600

Project: "Friday in the Old As part of "Friday in the Old City" events, the Old
City in Be'er-Sheva opens its doors to visitors with
City"
free tourist-appropriate guided tours for the
whole family, both on wheels and on foot, led by
professional guides.
Tours leave from the
Abraham's Well plaza, viewing important
landmarks in the city's history - past and present,
including the 'Train Yard' Engine 70414 Complex
and circling back to Abraham's Well.

Contact person:
Ms. Lilach Nagid, Head
of the Old City
Administration of the
Be'er-Sheva Economic
Development Co.
lilachn@br7.org.il
+(972)(0)8-646-4981

The tours are conducted through streets rich in
colorful street performers and a celebration of
activities for the whole family. City streets offer a
flea market with stalls of fine food, an open stage
with ongoing musical jam sessions by local artists,
a bar where one can indulge, and plenty of
comfortable seating areas.

4. DIRECTIONS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT
4.1

Be'er-Sheva 2010-2019, A Strategic Plan

During 2009, the Be'er-Sheva Municipality formulated a strategic plan for the years 2010-2019, in
order to implement a change in thought, in management and in the perceived image of the city
itself. The strategic plan included crystallization of a vision for the city, and the development of
the city's metropolitan status and strengthening of its socio-economic status were defined as the
plan's central goals.
The plan developed included analysis of the city's current situation and as well as of the
opportunities and threats it faces. From this informational base, multi-year program goals were
defined, as well as delineating the processes required to realize them. Also a budget analysis was
done for the decade, to make possible the execution of the multi-year programs, and a
supervision and monitoring program was established to oversee work plan implementation and
the meeting of deadlines set.

4.2

A Planning Mega-Project – "The Roof Agreement"

In the coming 5 years, more than 20,000 new housing units are planned to be built throughout
the city of Be'er-Sheva (both in new and old neighborhoods), some in single-family homes and
some in residential buildings built to a high standard. Emphasis will be placed on quality-of-life in
these new neighborhoods, integrating educational and public institutions, spacious parks and
sports facilities for neighborhood residents and visitors.

